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Meet Wayne Rooney, Classic Football Hero.'You were born to play on this stage, Wayne... the

fans want to see something special, so give them a show to remember.'Rooney tells the action-

packed story of one boy's journey from the streets of Croxteth to one of the biggest stages in

world football. This heartwarming book tracks Wayne Rooney's fairytale rise from child

superstar to Everton hero to Manchester United legend.Ultimate Football Heroes is a series of

biographies telling the life-stories of the biggest and best footballers in the world and their

incredible journeys from childhood fan to super-star professional player. Written in fast-paced,

action-packed style these books are perfect for all the family to collect and share.

"Haskins and Velasquez pay tribute to Muhammad Ali in this rather adoring yet noteworthy

biography, which brings to light the boxing great's many types of triumphs...Velasquez does

justice to the subject with his imaginatively conceived oil paintings; sometimes these approach

a photographic crispness, sometimes they suggest Ali's inner victories and struggles.

Informative and inspiring." - starred review, Publishers Weekly"This book should find an

immediate audience." - School Library Journal--This text refers to the hardcover edition.About

the AuthorERIC VELASQUEZ is the author and illustrator of Grandma's Records

andGrandma's Gift, a Pura Belpré Award winner. He is also the illustrator of The Price of

Freedom; I, Matthew Henson, which received four starred reviews; Jesse Owens: Fastest Man

Alive, which received two starred reviews; and The Piano Man, for which he won the Coretta

Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent Award. He is a graduate of the School of Visual Arts and

lives in New York. www.ericvelasquez.com --This text refers to the hardcover edition.From

Publishers WeeklyHaskins (The Story of Stevie Wonder) and Velasquez (Grandma's Records)

pay tribute to Muhammad Ali in this rather adoring yet noteworthy biography, which brings to

light the boxing great's many types of triumphs. The author knows how to interest kids, tracing

the fighter's career to his 12th birthday, when the theft of his new bicycle made him want to find

the thief and beat him up; as Haskins tells it, a policeman advised him "that he had better learn

how to fight first" and offered the boy boxing lessons at his gym. The hero is not invulnerable:

then known as Cassius Clay, he was so afraid of flying that he bought his own parachute and

wore it during the flight to the 1960 Summer Olympics in Rome. Haskins recaps familiar

highlights of Ali's life and career, including his decision to join the Nation of Islam (and his later

embrace of world Islam); the loss of his title as world heavyweight champion when he refused,

on religious grounds, to fight in the Vietnam War; his remarkable 1974 win over George

Foreman to regain the crown; his experience with Parkinson's; and his surprise appearance as

the final torch-bearer at the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta. A liberal sprinkling of Ali's

famous rhymes provides additional insight into his personality. Velasquez does justice to the

subject with his imaginatively conceived oil paintings; sometimes these approach a

photographic crispness, sometimes they suggest Ali's inner victories and struggles. Informative

and inspiring. Ages 6-10.Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers

to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From School Library JournalGrade 3-6 "The

first boxer to win the heavyweight championship three times" is paid tribute in this easy-to-read

biography in a picture-book format. Reflecting Ali's penchant for hyperbole, Haskins introduces

his subject as larger than life. "No matter where he was, someone would know him. Someone

would feed him. Someone would give him a place to sleep. He was probably the most famous



person alive." That said, the author moves on to Ali's boyhood in racially segregated Louisville,

KY, where, as Cassius Clay, he was introduced to boxing at the age of 12 and quickly

demonstrated enormous talent. The boxer's rhyming boasts are highlighted in bold throughout

the text. Haskins details Ali's decision to join the Nation of Islam, his refusal to join the army,

and the negative impact these actions had on his reputation and career. The athlete's return to

the ring in the 1970s, his retirement, and his struggle with Parkinson's Syndrome are also

discussed. The book concludes with Ali's dramatic appearance at the 1996 Olympics in

Atlanta, GA. Velasquez's fine oil portraits are worth noting as are his smaller illustrations, which

capture the action in the ring like a series of photographic snapshots. Given Ali's recent return

to the national scene, this book should find an immediate audience. -Alicia Eames, New York

City Public SchoolsCopyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out

of print or unavailable edition of this title.Read more
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Nikki McGinn, “Great series!. Great for my soccer loving son!! This is a great series that I highly

recommend.  E sure to check them all out!”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Pretty good.. This book is good, but it only goes up to 2004. If you look at

the publish date, it's being a bit of a rip off. Where is the champions league, premier league, FA

Cup? It is a good book though, and I recommend this book. :)”

Linda apperley, “Good reading practice book for young people interested in football. Good

reading practice book for young people interested in football, not sure the age guideline is

correct, had some hard words in for very young readersGood quality and price”

Lubs, “Fab series. Great book for football fans as a way to be introduced to and read

autobiographies”

Mrs O, “Five Stars. Son loves this range and very inspired by Wayne!”

football 1303, “Five Stars. 12 year old son loved this book”

The book by Kate Moore has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 142 people have provided feedback.
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